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Worksheet to accompany the interactive unit at www.activehistory.co.uk /  1

What were the events leading up to the Emancipation Statute?
	1855
	Defeat in the Crimean War accelerates moves towards reform: “We were defeated not by the external forces of the Western Alliance but by our own internal weaknesses” (Samarin, a slavophile)

	1855
	Alexander II starts his reign promisingly – he stops all army conscription, releases a number of terrorists who had rebelled against his father and gives out passports more willingly. He also eases censorship and encourages debate about the issue of Emancipation.

	1856
	Alexander famously tells the nobility that:

“it is better to abolish serfdom from above than to wait for the time when it begins to abolish itself from below”

	1857
	General Nazimov produces a report recommending Emancipation without land along the model of that used in Estonia in 1818; but rebellions there the following year helped to discredit the idea.

	1858
	Milyutin proposes Emancipation with land. This gets the support of the Tsar.

	1859
	Rostovstev is put in charge of drafting the final statute and proposes a rapid handover of freedom and land for the peasants.

	1860
	Rostovstev dies. His successor, Panin, dilutes his plans by making the process of land transfer slower and more expensive for the peasants.

	1861
	Edict of Emancipation: “the serfdom of peasants…is abolished forever”


Task 1

Complete these two sentences:
Positives

Upon becoming Tsar, Alexander II immediately made it clear that he intended to follow a reforming path. For example,…[choose two facts / quotes from the timeline to illustrate your point].

Negatives

Nevertheless, by the time of the Edict of Emancipation (1861) there were already worrying signs that these reforms would not be as radical as was originally hoped… [choose two facts / quotes from the timeline to illustrate your point].

The Process of Emancipation

• The Emancipation of the Serfs was a major undertaking and could not be achieved overnight. Different aspects of the process had to be prioritised.

• Using your textbook and any other sources available to you, complete the following boxes. It is up to you to decide what 3 points you put into each box.
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Phase 2: Starts 1863
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Phase 3: No fixed date
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