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The Potsdam Conference (continued)
Task 2: Why do the sources disagree about the relationship between Truman and Stalin at Potsdam?
▪ Read through each of the following four sources. How do they help you understand why the sources on the previous page disagreed with each other?
▪ Now write an answer to the following question as a balanced answer in two paragraphs (c.200 words)
▪ To what extent do you agree that Truman becoming President marked a decisive shift in American policy towards the USSR from co-operation to confrontation?

Source: 21st July 1945

On July 21st Truman learned that the newly developed atomic bomb was even more destructive than expected, and that it would be ready for combat very soon. “He was a changed man” Churchill noted of Truman after the July 21st plenary session. “He told the Russians just where they got on and off and generally bossed the whole meeting”.

D Yergin, Shattered Peace (1977)
Source: 21st July 1945

Churchill read the report in full. He told me that he had noticed at the meeting of the Three yesterday that Truman was evidently much fortified by something that had happened and that he stood up to the Russians in a most emphatic and decisive manner; telling them as to certain demands that they absolutely could not have… He said “Now I know what happened to Truman yesterday. I couldn't understand it. When he got to the meeting after having read this report he was a changed man. He told the Russians just where they got on and off and generally bossed the whole meeting.” Churchill said he now understood how this pepping up had taken place and that he felt the same way.
21 July 1945 – Entry the diary of Henry Stimson, one of Truman’s advisors at Potsdam.

Source

The lively plot line of the new president sharply reversing his predecessor’s conciliatory policy and violently berating the foreign minister of an Allied nation possesses a certain dramatic quality. It surely satisfies those who like their stories of the past served up simplistically and in the stark colours of black and white. But for those who seek a fuller understanding of the past, a more nuanced and careful approach is required – one that sets the Truman–Molotov meeting in its proper context and appreciates that it was but a single episode in a sustained series of actions during Truman’s early months in office. One must resist the temptation to use a single incident as emblematic of his whole approach to the Soviets. 
Professor Wilson Miscamble, From Roosevelt to Truman: Potsdam, Hiroshima, and the Cold War (2007)

Source

The celebrated berating of Molotov by Truman has been seen by many historians as evidence that Truman’s succession to the presidency was a turning point in America’s foreign policy. Daniel Yergin in his book Shattered Peace (1977) claimed that the meeting “signified a major shift in American attitudes towards the Russians” and “symbolised the beginning of the postwar divergence that led to confrontation”. But how true is this interpretation? It is likely that the actual meeting was a good deal less confrontational than it was later made out to be. Truman was notorious for exaggerating, and the autobiography which recounted the event was written in 1956, at the height of the Cold War. According to Bohlen, who took the official minutes, Truman spoke ‘sharply’ and ‘with great firmness’, but Molotov was not downbeaten, and even suggested afterwards that he and Truman pose for photographs.

John D. Clare (www.johndclare.net) 

Task 3

Watch the short video clip about the discussions that took place about the atomic bomb (http://activehistory.co.uk/v/566456642 - 4m). Develop your final answer from Task [2] as appropriate.
The Potsdam Conference

The Potsdam Conference
1. Read through this table answer the questions which follow.

	
	Yalta
	Potsdam

	Background
	▪ USA = led by Roosevelt (friendly with Stalin)

▪ Germany = not yet defeated

▪ USSR = has the military advantage (occupying Eastern Europe) 
	▪ USA = led by Truman (hates Stalin)

▪ Germany = defeated (no common enemy)

▪ USSR = no longer has military advantage (USA has developed an atomic bomb)

	Poland
	A government of 'national unity' to be set up in Poland, including both communists and non-communists. The Polish border moves West to the Oder-Niesse line, swallowing up 25% of Germany in the process.
	▪ Truman was angry because Stalin had arrested the non-communist leaders of Poland and his "democratic" elections had merely involved allowing voters to choose between communist candidates!

	Eastern Europe
	"Free" and "democratic" to be held in the countries of eastern Europe. This was called the Declaration of Liberated Europe. 
	▪ Communist governments were coming to power across Eastern Europe after rigged elections and "Salami Tactics" (slicing up resistance step by step). Stalin refused to change policy.

	Reparations
	Germany would pay reparations, but the actual amount and form of reparations was left undecided (a commission was appointed to look into it)
	▪ It was agreed that Russia could take whatever it wanted from the Soviet zone, and 10 per cent of the industrial equipment of the western zones.

	Japan
	Russia would help against Japan three months after the defeat of Germany. In return she was promised control of the Manchurian Railway after the war.
	▪ The "Potsdam Declaration" demanded Japan's unconditional surrender or face "utter destruction".  

▪ The USA had secretly tested an atomic bomb and no longer wanted the USSR to get involved in this area.

	United Nations
	Russia agrees to join the United Nations on condition that she has three seats on the Security Council, along with USA, Britain, France and China. 
	▪ Agreements were reached on broader issues of membership and structure of the UN

	Germany
	Germany was split into four zones (British, French, Soviet, American). The French zone was carved out of the British and American sectors.
	▪ Borders of the 4 zones finalised. 

▪ Agreement on the 4Ds in Germany – Demilitarisation, Denazification, Democratisation, Disarmament


2. What were the main sources of disagreement at Potsdam? List three, with the most important at the top of the list:

???
???
???
3. Who was most to blame for the breakdown of the wartime alliance by the end of the Potsdam Conference? 

Start by dividing 100% between these 5 people, then explain your answer underneath.

	Britain
	USA
	USSR

	Churchill
	Attlee
	Roosevelt
	Truman
	Stalin

	     
	     
	???
	???
	???


Explanation = ???
